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.* Annual Report on the working of the Curzon Museum 
of Archaeology, Muttra, for the year ending 
M*ch31, 1931. 


1. Cimmitlee of management,—Accoidixig to the fcbo- 
lution, Mi&ceLia.neDUs department, ’ no. 2S/XI1—405-1021, 
dated January 7, 1022, and as reconstituted Iiy virtue of 
G. O. no, 120,'i.G/XV—34S-J928, dated December 4, 1920, 
Education department, it remained unaltered thrnughout 
the year, Tndth the exception that Rai Bahadtir Pandit 
Daya Ram Sahni, mji., resigned his membership of tho 
Committo and Pandit K, N, Dikehit, was appoin^f'd in 
his place, vide resolution. Miscellaneous department, 
no, 86-G/XV—314-1930, (lated January 30, 1031. In 
vievr of the impending departure of Mr. W. C. Bible, the 
Committee in their meeting of March 14, 1931, resolved 
that the Government be pleased to confer upon Rai 
Bahadur Pandit Radhakrishua, Vice-Chairman of the 
Managing Committee for life, the additional title of 

^^onorary Managing Director of the Museum, but the reso¬ 
lution lapsed owing to the sad and sudden death of Raj 
Bahadur Pandit Radhakrishna on May 4, 1031. 

2. The arrangement of the last year continued 
in a satisfactory manner, viz., the Chairman held eharge 
of the Museum with the aeaietance of the Vice-Chaii man 
for life and a clerk, who did his work efficientlif and welt. 
The services of the Vice-Chairman w'pi’*‘invaluable in the 
work of arrangement of the exhibfta in the new« Museum 
Building in collaboration with Rai Bahadur Ram Prasad 
Chanda, Sujterintendent, Archaeologicat Section, Indian 
Museum, Calcutta, who deserves the best thanks of the 
Committee for his kind aervices rendered ungrudgingly. 
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The post or the Siib-Cumtor was converted mto that 
of a dork by G. O. no. G-510/SD1—11J2G, dated May 29, 
Iil30* C^hattboy dagiin Prasad wae confirmed m hla poet*, 
of Mneoum cierk by G. O* no. D22G-/XV, dated August 5,- 
t&30j Education department. • 

3, Grant for the upkeep of the I^IuBeum, Ea. 4,G34 
was spent in difForent eub-heads as follows :— 


CTimtct'ft puy 

+ ■ 

Ri. a. p. 
aa 4 0 

Sub-Cmmlor (wnd Cfcrt'f pf.y,. 

* i 

.. 490 0 0 

Bon*^antfl" pAV * - j K 

m h 

.. 444 0 0 

0<3Eitiagi?i[U'iiii iiuD-poiitrHfll * . 


.. 1.5EO 14 1 


ToLftJ 

.. a,ifie 2 1 


UUlxice 

i/>r.T li 11 


4. Spccml for /Ae remotvil of ^enlptor^ and 
and arranging tAmi in ike new huHdings,^^^. 5^000 was 
spent in full by the end of the financial year. A coosoli* 
dated account of Rs. 10,OCKy spent on this behalf during 

two yeara^ J 029-30 and 1930-31, is detailed below 

Hi. &. p* 

(1} Ta -ooit of ^leaUEiii' und extibiti fr^m 

tho aid Miieuta building to tbe new hy daUf 
labour .. «- a,3S0 0 S ^ 

Td puraliijoof mmtcnKJ for AboTo ... «- BOi I 0 

tS) To tlfs of troOeyi fltc.p. for abo-Tp «^ *» J33 0 

(4} To Mti of AJbcmtlonii t<j aoerriDg of MW boUdiug 

formonon of 1.065 |2 6 

(5) To QOit of mfcteriftl for coaBtruclifin of iMrdf?tt*lp l*7S5 14 fl 

(6) < To cDiit of liibour omplojtd in oouptructlon *« SBP 11 3 

(7) To p*y ot temporary iMiff ^ JSl iO 3 

(S} To ottst of fiiiiig icoJptarij* I|2B2 P 3 


“ , Total ** e 0 

mdaao^ Upsod .. .. .. 0 0 3 

* 

Most of tbc important ©sliibitB have now boon arranged 
on podestala and benches in tho courta and akovea of the 
Central Hall and are seen to infinitely bettor ad vautago< 
The Committee recognizea with deep gratitude the debt 






of Mr. H Hargrenvcut tho iftto Dircctor-Geiicral of 
Archaeology in India, who loot the services of Rut Bahadur 
^ Rama Prasad Chanda to osaiiit the Committee in the 
matter of arrangement of soul ptures in the Muaeum, which 
was aooomplishcd by his generona gif^ of time in January 
and I'ebruarVr 1931. 

Mr. A, L. Mortimerp ConstiUing Architect to 

Government, United Provinces, is also worthy of our best 
thanks for having taken great paine in planning the anntigc- 
ment of the f^edestals and accomplishing the distempering 
sohome of the walls of the Central Hall w hich now display 
the e?chibits in a most pleasant light-cfTcct. 

0. Library .'^Eleven books were added to the Library 
during the year^ a list of which is given in appendix A. 
Ten of these are Government pubUestioiis. 1 have to 
draw the attention of Government to the urgent need of 
supplying the muBoum lihrary with im|>ortant w^orkH on 
Art, Archaeology and History as a necessary step towards 
creating facilities for aucccoaful clasBification and cata¬ 
loguing, 

d. Buiidin ^*—The new Museum Building, which is 
suitable and dignified m dedgn, spacious and avcU lit, has 
admirably been able to house the rarest gome of Mathura 
antiquities w hich w ere formerly lodged in ill-furnlshcd and 
constricted quarters. The Museum is in close vicinity to 
the city and remains open for vbitors at all seasons of the 
year. The installation of table and wall show-caeca for 
exhibiting smaller antiquities, terracottas, brass images 
in the Centra 1 Hall at ill zemains to be done. An estimate 
for furniture and fittings is under *conBideraiioo cf the 
Government (on which action has now' been deferred as an 
economy measure}. The question of pTO\iding a snitahlo 
enclosure to tho new buildiiig stands in aboyaucc at a 
film Liar stage. 
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?. number o£ftc^ 11 added in 

the year under review cornea to five, including four terracot¬ 
tas and one fragmentary coping atone of a railing, length 
3*^2J* relieved on both aides w'lth two friezes, tho ' 
upper consisting of a fiower creeper and the lower of honey¬ 
suckle alternating with griffins. Tbeso w'ere presented by 
tho late Rai Bahadur Pandit Radhakrlshna and deposited 
in the hi use uni as on loan from the Director-General of 
Archaeology in India. The President thanks him higlily 
for his generosity towards the Museum. 

8. FisjIots.—R emarka of two of tho distinguished 
visitors daring the year viz., of Rai Bahadur Ram Prasad 
Chanda, Superintendent, Archaeological Section, Indian 
Museum, and Pandit Hiranand Shostri, Oovomment 
Epigraphist, Dotakamand, are printed in Appendix B, 

V, S. AGRAWALA, x.a., ll.b., W. C. BIBLE, i.e.s., 
CvraloT and iSecretory, CoWretor and Chairman, 

Cvrzon Mwtum of Arckaecdogif, Mttstum Cammittte, 

Muttra. Mnttra, 


OetobiT 31, 1931. 
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APPENDIX A. 

BtsokthCidde^ to the Afu^eum lAbrary dMvi'n^ the year xrnder 

report. 

1. A Memoir of Aichaeologioal Survey of India, Ko. 
44, Explorations in Orissa, by Rai Bahadur R. P. Chanda. 

2. Ciitaloguc of Coins belonging to the Nawab Estate, 
Decca, Bengal. 

3. Annual Report of the Provincial Museum, Lucknow. 

4. Kharosthi Inscriptions, Part III, by E. J, Rapaon 
and P. S. Noble. 

B. Corpus Inscriptionvm Indicarvni, Vol. II, Part I, 
Kharoehthi Inscriptions by Ston Konow, ph.n., Professor 
in the Oslo University. 

6. A Memoir of Archaeological Survey of India, No. 
37, on an Architectural tour in Warirastan and North 
Baluchistan, by Sir Aurcl Stein, k.cj.e., e.b.a., etc. 

7. Annual Report of the Curzon Museum of Archaeo¬ 
logy, Muttra, for the year ending March 31, 1030. 

8. A Memoir of Arcbaeologicai Survey of India, No. 38, 
Kushan Saesanian Coins, by Ernst Herafeid. 

0. A Memoir of Archaeological Survey of India, No. 
42, an Architectural tour tn Upper Swat and adjacent 
hill tracts, by Sir Aurel Stein, k.o.i.e,, etc, 

10. Annual Report of the Archaeological Survey of 
India for the year 1926-27, by Sir John MarshaD,'nt., 
D.Litt., etc. f * 

n. Epigraphia Indies, Part VII, Vol. XlX, July, 
1928, by Dr, ifiranand Shastri, m.a., m.o.l., D.iitt,,. 
Government Epigraphist for India, 
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APPENDIX B. 

1, That the Curzon Museum of Archaeology at 
Muttra oTves its excellence to the efforts of Rat Bandit 
BadhakrJshna Bahadur is too well known. It is a matter 
of ^reat satisfaction indeed that a suitable building has 
after all been constructed to House the invaJuflble collection 
of this Museum's It is exjiecrtod that the exhibits "a'iU be 
scientihcally arranged and proi>erly ciisplaj'ed and an 
up-to-date catalogue of them all is prepared eie long. 
To meet these requiremstite it is absolutel3' necessary that 
a scholarly and trained Curator is appointed as soon as 
possible, 

HIRANAND S1E\STRI. 

Doctor, u.a,, pjitt,, 

Qovemintnt Epigraphisi for Iiidia. 

Janwrrjj' 14, 1931, 

2, Though I have often visited the Mathura Museum 
of Archaeology before the transfer of the great collection 
to the present builduig, I never before ventured to record 
my remarks. The old Museum building was so much 
over-crowded with exhibits that 1 could not see the trees 
for tho wood, and could not, therefore, fully realize the 
tremendous historical importance of the collection. This 
time, through the kindness of Mr. Hargreaves, the late 
Director-General of Archaeology in India, and through 
the courtesy of the Coinmittee of Management of the 
Curzon Museum of Archaeology and its Vice-Chairman for 
life, my esteemed friend, Rai Bahadur Pandit Radha- 
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krishna, I have etijoyed the uiiiquc opportunity of watching 
the osEhibition of the of outstanding importance 

in the halls of the new htillding for over two weeks. 
I douht very much whether one can do justice to this collcc* 
tion after studying It closel}^ for dtoo two years inatead 
of two weeks. Yet I mmt briefly record my impression 
of the value of this collection and my suggestions regarding 
futuro administration. Allahabad (Prayag) is held 
very sacred by the Hindus because it is the Triveni, 
the meeting place of the threo holy rivers, the Ganga, the 
Yamuna* and the Saraswati believed to be running under¬ 
ground. Beginning from about 57 B.C. when a Saka 
king establishetl his sway over North-Western India, as 
far as Mathura and made it tho seat of a great Satrap or 
Viceroy, till the overtiirow of the great Kujaan Dynasty 
in the tliird century A.D,, Mathura witnessed the meeting 
and mingltrig of tlirs>e diHerent cuirenta of culture, ancient 
Hindu, Yavana |Greek), and Iranian {Saka-Parthian- 
Kushan), out of which emerged in the fourth century A.D, 
tho Gupta or mediaeval Hindu civilization^ This eontact 
of three great cultures b fully reflected in the spccimeps 
• of the Sunga and Saka-Kushan art that form the great 
bulk of the exhibits of the Curzon Museum, and there is 
a Bmallcr collection that enabiea us to foUo’w the develop¬ 
ment of the Gupta art stop by step. 

The collection of antiquities deposited in the Museum 
has as y&t only been superficially studied. The inscriptions 
on the sculptures have mostly been decipherer] and trails- 
iated and their subject matter ^explained. But the typo 
and stylo of di^erent phascH of the art of Mathura have 
not yet been analysed, the light this art throws on^the 
mentality of the different mees who met at Mathura in the 


early centuries of the Christian era has not yet been 
revealed, and the message of the Saka-Kushan and of 
Gupta monuments to the modern world ]>as not yet been 
expbuned. Besides, hundreds of Tita^ hiding treasures 
untold etill tie untouched by the spade of the archaeologist 
in the Brij-Bhumi (Muttra district)* With all these 
materials Mathura is therefore the most suitable place in 
Northern India where a school of Archaeology on the 
model of the school of Archaeology established by the 
great nations of Europe and America at Athens and Rome 
may he founded. ... I am sure that the'valuable 
services that the present oflkial President, Mr. W. C. Bible* 
has rendered to the Mascum under difficulties will be 
gratefully remembered by all who are interested in it. 

RAMA PRASAB CHANDA, 

Rai BAHADrs, h.a., 

SuptriiUeTtdtni^ Archatologicat 
Section, Indian Mvaeum, Calcutta. 

Camp—Muttra : 

Febmary 13, 1931, 
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